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the soul of Jesus Christ, produced from nothing, begins to enjoy God,
and to know all things past, present, and to come: that moment, God
begins to have an adorer who is infinite, and the world a mediator who
is omnipotent; and, to the working of this great mystery, Mary alone
is chosen to co-operate by her free assent. How far are the ways of God
above those of men! how greatly does divine wisdom differ from human
folly! how does every circumstance in this mystery confound the pride,
the pomp, and the vain titles of worldly grandeur, and recommend to us
the love of silence and sincere humility! Shall the disciples of Christ
have other sentiments?

But what tongue can express the inward feelings and affections which
then filled the glowing heart of the most pure Mother of God?  What
light shone in her understanding to penetrate the mysteries and the
excess of the unfathomed goodness of God!   what ardours of holy love
inflamed her will! what jubilee filled her soul!   Let men redeemed exult
and praise, returning to God their best homages of adoration, thanks-
giving, and love.   It is for this duty that the church has appointed this
present festival, which we ought chiefly to consecrate to the contemplation
of this adorable mystery with hymns of love, praise, and thanksgiving.
It was the hope and comfort of all the ancient saints, and the great object
of all their earnest prayers, tears, and sighs.    The prophets had a view
to it in all their predictions, this being the principal point in all the
wonderful revelations of God made to his church since the fall of Adam
in Paradise, whom he immediately comforted with a promise and glimpse
of this glorious mercy.   Every ordinance in the law which he gave the
Jews was typical, and had either an immediate or at least an indirect
relation to Christ and our redemption by him.   Among the numberless
religious rites and sacrifices which were prescribed them, there was not
one which did not in some manner represent or allude to this mystery.
How high an idea ought this circumstance to give us of its incomprehensible
greatness, which its nature and wonderful effects and fruits must enhance
beyond the power of words!    We are lost in astonishment when we
contemplate this prodigy of omnipotence and infinite wisdom and mercy,
and adore it in raptures and silence,

Gerson cries out on this mystery: " What ought every heart to say
Or think! every religious, every loving and faithful heart? It ought to
rejoice exceedingly in this singular comfort, and to salute you with Gabriel,
* O blessed among women/ " St Peter Chrysologus expresses the truth
of this mystery as follows: " One virgin so receives and contains God
in the lodging of her breast as to procure peace for the earth, glory for
heaven, salvation for the lost, life for the dead, an alliance of those on
earth with the blessed in heaven, and the commerce of God with the flesh.1'1
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